
Minutes of the Old Marston Parish Council Meeting held on the 3rd 
March 2025 at Mortimer Hall from 19:00. 
 

Present: Parish Council: 

Duncan Hatfield – Chairman  Pat Hall (Vice-Chair) Mick Bates 
Kevin Jones     Martin Smith   Louise Upton 
Charlotte Vinnicombe   Mary James   Mark Lygo 
Alistair Morris    Charlie Haynes. 
 
Oxfordshire County Councillor: Mark Lygo 
Oxford City Councillors: Mary Clarkson & Kate Robinson 
 
In attendance: Tim Cann  Members of Public: 5 
 
25/03/01 Intention to record the proceedings of the meeting: None.  
25/03/02 Apologies for Absence: Parish Councillor Skye Denno due to clash of 
meetings. 
25/03/03 Website and social media:  

• Duncan Hatfield informed the meeting that information is posted regularly 
to the website as well as social media. 

 
25/03/04 Public, County & City Councillors & Thames Valley Police participation (if 
any requests received) 

a. Thames Valley Police: No Report received. 

• County & City Councillor Reports: 
o Oxfordshire County Councillor Mark Lygo reported that, he and 

the clerk had attended an online meeting with a county officer 
with regard to the Cherwell Drive/Marsh Lane traffic lights. The 
officer is collating data for further discussions. Mark met with the 
owners of Marston Pharmacy to discuss several serious 
complaints about the pharmacy service provided. The owners 
have assured Mark that actions are being taken to address the 
situation. 

o Oxford City Councillor Mary Clarkson reported that there had 
been a serious dog attack in the fields by the Victoria Arms. The 
dog owner has been identified, the dog is not an illegal breed, 
but this is an ongoing investigation. There are still incidences of 
antisocial behaviour around the village area of the parish; efforts 
to resolve this are ongoing. There are also problems with 
vehicles parking in Horseman Close when Oxford City FC are 
playing. This is being addressed. 

o Oxford City Councillor Kate Robinson reported that she attended 
a very constructive meeting of the Court Place Farm 
Stakeholders. Unfortunately, with OXSRAD reporting an 
increase in business, the parking situation is only going to get 
worse. Kate asked if the notes from the meeting between the 
parish council and Marston Saints FC can be shared. 



b. Public:  

• A member of the public spoke about the dog attack which Mary Clarkson is 
going to follow up on. 

25/03/05 Approval of the Minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd February2025. 
It was RESOLVED these are a true record.  

25/03/06 Operational Checks: 

• Weekly operational checks on the defibrillator have been carried 
out. 

• Weekly operational checks on the play equipment have been 
carried out. 

25/03/07 Planning: 
 Applications considered between meetings: NONE. 
 Decisions: 

24/02514/CEU – 44 Arlington Drive - REFUSED 
24/02343/FUL – 7 Beechey Avenue - APPROVED 

 
 Awaiting Decisions: 

20/02457/DEL – Willow Barn, Oxford Road 
24/01274/VAR – Land to the West of Mill Lane 
24/02162/FUL – 65 Oxford Road 
P22/S4618/) – Land North of Bayswater Brook 
24/02695/VAR – Colthorn Farm 
24/02162/FUL – 65 Oxford Road 
24/02908/FUL – 17 Salford Road 
25/00007/FUL – 2 Broughton Close 
25/00052/FUL – 1 Little Acreage 

 
 Applications to be decided: 

• 25/00219/FUL – 32B Oxford Road – Demolition of the existing retaining wall 
and erection of a new retaining wall. Planting a new hedgerow along the 
street frontage. – AFTER SOME DISCUSSION IT WAS RESOLVED THIS 
APPLICATION WOULD BE CALLED IN AND THE CLERK WRITE TO 
PLANNING. 

• 24/03042/LBC – 41 Oxford Road Old Marston Oxford – Replacement of 
2no. dormer windows to rear elevation and reroofing of farmhouse 
(retrospective). Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 
24/03041/FUL PROPOSAL: Replacement of 2no. dormer windows to rear 

elevation (retrospective). – NO OBJECTIONS 

• 25/00275/FUL – 4 Rylands, Old Marston, Oxford – Alterations to roof to 
form hip to gable, formation of 1no dormer to rear rooflsope and insertion of 
3no rooflights to front roofslope in association with loft conversion. – NO 
OBJECTIONS 

• 25/00274/FUL – 44 Arlington Drive – Change of use of dwellinghouse (Use 
Class C3) to a House in Multiple Occupation (Use Class C4). Provision of bin 
and bike stores. – THIS APPLICATION WAS ASKED TO BE CALLED IN. 
 
There was further discussion about HMO’s as in one area there are only four 
HMO’s but in them are 18 people, which must have a detrimental impact of 
utilities. 

file:///F:/Meeting%20Minutes/Minutes%202025/Planning%20February.pptx
file:///F:/Meeting%20Minutes/Minutes%202025/Planning%20February.pptx


It was RESOLVED the clerk to put an article in the Marston Times asking 
tenants to check with Oxford City Council that they are living in a registered 
property. 

• Update on Transport: The clerk made the council aware of an email from a 
group of residents who are looking to form a group to look at the problems 
with traffic. 

• Street Name Suggestion(s) for Hill View Farm development. 
Olivers Road, Hill View Road, Thomas Road, Victoria Road. 

Heatley Road, John Stallworthy Road, Dennis Ward Road, Jennings Road. Burnt Mill 

Road. 

25/03/08 Finance 
a. As at the 21st February 2025 

Unity Trust Current Account       9,966.17 

Newbury Building Society      40,339.05 

Skipton Building Society      22,333.50 

Petty Cash                 7.79 

TOTAL                      £72,646.51 

CiL Money (included in above figures)    £27.272.56 

The following accounts to be paid:     £ Incl. VAT 

Clerk’s Pay Including Expenses, Pension, etc. – February 2025 

CommunityFirst OXON (Annual membership)      70.00 

OALC (Annual membership)      808.64 

BGG (August & September)                996.00 

TOTAL              £4,237.14 

Petty Cash Expenditure: 

INCOME:  NONE 

RESERVES 

Total Balances     £72,646.51 

General Reserve      £31,216.00 

Fixed Asset Reserve     £10,000.00 

Emergency Reserve     £10,000.00 

Unallocated Reserve    £21,430.51 

b. Payments accepted for authorisation. 



c. St Nicholas Church Fun Day Grant Application for £500.00 – AGREED 

d. Risk Assessment: The clerk pointed out he had added two items to the 

current assessment: 

• Including looking at getting a locum clerk should the clerk be unable to 

attend council meetings, etc. – ADOPTED. 

• That the clerk will send an electronic copy of the accounts to the 

webmaster to store remotely.  – ADOPTED. 

25/03/09 Bleed Kits: 
The chairman explained the purpose of bleed kits. It was RESOLVED that the clerk 
investigates with the Oxford City Council their procedures with them. 
 
25/03/10 Memorial Request: 
It was RESOLVED to accept the additional wording. 
25/03/11 Clerk’s Report: 

• Audio Boards: The clerk advised the cost of a single standalone audio board 
is approximately £300-500 plus VAT. Then a stand is needed at another £200-
300.00. It was RESOLVED to ask the Hall committee if the heating can be 
turned off during meetings due to the noise. 

• Right of Way Gate at cemetery. It was RESOLVED to get prices to install a 
gate at the boundary between Mr Baker and the cemetery paddock. 

• PH asked about the gate going from the cemetery to the paddock being 
locked. – clerk to check. 

• Parish Forum: The clerk advised that the city council are looking at dates for 
future meetings. They would like to host an information meeting in the Town 
Hall and invite all parish councillors to attend and speak with officers from the 
Council regarding matters which interest and concern them. As this would be 
a large, in person, event requiring some coordination, they are looking to set a 
date quite far in advance and would like to test the following: either the 8th or 
17th July 2025, either afternoon or evening times. – PREFERRED 8TH JULY 
IN THE EVENING.   

• Update on parish council/Marston Saints:  
o The intruder alarm currently costs £115 per year plus VAT for the 

annual service. To upgrade the system so that it also notifies a contact 
will be a one-off payment of £150 plus vat and £240 plus vat for annual 
service. – It was RESOLVED to upgrade the system and trial for a 
year. Contacts to be agreed. 

25/03/10 Reports from Members:  

• Mortimer Hall Meeting: 
o The next community market is on the 5th April, 

o The committee are looking at repairs to the roof, 

o The internal lighting has been replaced. 

25/03/11 Plus, anything of an urgent nature which has come to the clerk’s 
attention since the agenda was set. 

• The clerk advised that he had spoken to some lads using the table tennis 

table in the Mortimer Hall recreation ground. They said the table at the Up 



In Arms Pub had a concrete surround which worked well. – It was 

RESOLVED the clerk get costing for a concrete surround. 

25/02/14 Information sharing (including correspondence) 

• OALC Newsletter 

• Correspondence 
• OxClean is on the 8th March 

 

25/03/15 Date of next meeting: -  Monday 7th April 2025 at 19:00 in Mortimer Hall. 
 
MEETING CLOSED: 20:10 

 

Signed……………………………………………………..Chairman 

 

Date…………………………………………………………………. 

 

Please note: Minutes become CONFIRMED following resolution at the following full 
council meeting. 

 


