
Minutes of the Old Marston Parish Council meeting held on Monday 1st June 
2025 at Mortimer Hall from 19:00. 

CONFIRMED 
 
Present: Parish Council: 

Duncan Hatfield – Chairman Mick Bates Martin Smith  

Mary James Mark Lygo Skye Denno 

Charlotte Vinnicombe Charlie Haynes Pat Hall 

Louise Upton   

In attendance: Tim Cann  Members of Public: 10 

25/06/01 Intention to record the proceedings of the meeting: 
None.  
 
25/06/02 Apologies for Absence: 
Parish Councillor Kevin Jones – on holiday, Oxford City Councillor Mary Clarkson – away. 
 
25/06/03 Website and social media:  

• Duncan Hatfield informed the meeting that the company that hosts the website is closing so 
the council website will be moving to a new host. From the parishioners meeting it was said 
that communication could be better, therefore the parish council now have Facebook, Twitter, 
Bluesky, Instagram, Whatsapp and Youtube accounts. 

• It was RESOLVED that communication will be on the July agenda. 
 
25/06/04 Public, County & City Councillors & Thames Valley Police participation (if any 
requests received): 
 

a. Thames Valley Police: No Report received. 

b. County Councillor Report: Mark Lygo said there was nothing to report  
c. City Councillors Report: Oxford City Councillor Kate Robinson reported that the criminal 

damage on Court Place Farm Allotments was continuing. The police advised having CCTV but 
this dependant on Wi-Fi. A member of Mill Lane allotments stated that there was pilfering on 
their site but not damage. There is a talk on active travel on 23rd June in the Mortimer Hall 
6:30pm until 8pm. 

d. City Councillors Report: Mary Clarkson, although not present, emailed saying she had a 

report about rats in Jessops Close and was looking to get Oxford City Pest Control involved. 

e. Members of Public: A member of the public informed the council that there was a well-
established rat infestation on the odd numbered side of Jessops Close. Pest Control company 
involved and have laid traps, but problem persists. 
ACTION: Clerk to do a site visit and contact MSFC and liaise with Mary Clarkson. 
Another member of the public said about the waste bin in the Victoria Arms playing field not 
being emptied. The chairman informed the meeting that this was already being investigated by 
the Clerk. 

 

25/06/05 Approval Of The Minutes Of The Meeting Held On The 12th May 2025 
It was RESOLVED these are a true record 

 

 



25/06/06 Operational Checks: 

• Weekly operational checks on the defibrillator have been carried out. 

• Weekly operational checks on the play equipment have been carried out. 
 
25/06/07 Planning: 
 

Applications considered between meetings: NONE. 

Decisions: 
NONE  
 
Awaiting Decisions: 

• 20/02457/DEL – Willow Barn, Oxford Road 

• 25/00275/FUL – 4 Rylands 

• 25/00548/FUL – 2 Cannons Field 

• 25/00710/FUL – 19 Raymund Road 

• 25/00699/FUL – 64 Oxford Road 
 
Applications To Be Decided: 

25/01054/FUL – 1 Mill Lane – Erection of first floor rear extensions to no. 1 and no. 3 Mill Lane. 
Insertion of 4no. rooflights to rear elevation. – NO OBJECTION. 
 
25/00857/CEU – 15 Salford Road – Change of use from dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) to a 
house in multiple occupation (Use Class C4) – asked if this could be called in as concerns with 
number of HMO’S already present, parking and one bathroom shared with six bedrooms. 
 
Update on Transport: 
Mark Lygo and the Clerk to set a date this week to meet. Clerk still investigating cost of SIDS.  
 
25/06/08 Finance 
Correct on 30th April 2025 
 

Unity Trust Current Account 
Newbury Building Society 
Skipton Building Society 
Petty Cash 
 
TOTAL 
 

£29,737.64 
£42,738.90 
£59,187.24 
£1.89 
 
£131,665.67 

CiL Money (included in above figures)  £65,097.55 

The following accounts to be paid:  £ Incl. VAT 

Clerk’s Pay, Expenses, Pension, etc. 
Parish Online (Membership) 
T.Cann (Refreshments for APM) 
Harlequin (Plat equipment/area repairs) 
BT (Quarterly Office Telephone) 
 
TOTAL: 
 

 
£240.00 
£17.25 
£3,597.98 
£177.08 
 
£6,516.14 

Petty Cash Expenditure: £0.00 



Income:   None 

Reserves: 

Total Balances: 
General Reserve: 
Fixed Asset Reserve: 
Emergency Reserve: 
Unallocated Reserve: 
 

£131,665.67 
£31,216.00 
£10,000.00 
£10,000.00 
£80,449.67 

 

a. Payments accepted for authorisation. 
b. Grant Application from ARChOxfordshire working in New Marston Primary School. Decision 

deferred to July meeting. clerk to send councillors all paperwork. 
c. It was RESOLVED that the chairman and clerk sign the governance on the AGAR 
d. It was RESOLVED that the chairman and responsible financial officer sign the accountability 

on the AGAR 
e. It was RESOLVED that the Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited Annual 

Governance & Accountability Return for the accounts ending 31 March 2025 be displayed 
. 
25/06/09 Financial Regulations: 
The council reviewed the current and proposed new financial regulations and agreed to adopt the 
new edition. 
 

25/06/10 Grass Cutting & Bin Emptying Contract 
• The clerk informed the council that the current contract for grass cutting and emptying the bins in the 

recreation grounds ended in March. 
• The tenders received cover Mortimer Hall Recreation Ground, Boults Lane Recreation Ground, Elsfield 

Road Cemetery & Victoria Playing field and to: 
 

o 18 cuts per year. 
o To Littler pick 
o Bin Collection  

 
• Tender One – £4,752.00 
• Tender Two – £6,480.00 
• It was RESOLVED to accept Tender One for this financial year.  
 

25/06/11 Overhanging Vegetation: 
Several hedges around the parish are beginning to become a danger for members of the public. It 
was RESOLVED that the Clerk update the current letter and circulate to parish councillors. Mark 
Lygo said it would be worthwhile getting publicity on this, perhaps the Oxford Mail, so the message 
goes out wider. 
 
25/06/12 Maintenance of Back Lane: 
Last year the parish council asked the County Council if it could take on maintenance of Back 
Lane. The county never responded. The parish council paid for Back Lane to be cut back. Council 
needs to decide if it wishes to continue with this program. It was resolved that the clerk again 
makes the county council aware of the parish council’s intention to carry on as last year. 
 
 



25/06/13 Review of the chicanes in Old Marston village: 
At the annual parishioners’ meeting there was a discussion about safety and the effects on traffic 
along Oxford Road, through Old Marston village. Highways at the county council state no traffic 
changes will be made until a general review has been done which will not take place until the 
Botley Road works have finished. It was RESOLVED to be on the July agenda. 
 
25/06/14 Investigate CCTV around Boults Lane Recreation Ground and Pavilion: 
After some discussion it was RESOLVED the clerk get advice from Thames Valley Police. 
 
25/06/15 Noticeboards:  
It was mentioned about a possible noticeboard on the old reading room site. 
 
25/06/16 Mill Lane Allotments:   

• It was RESOLVED to accept the tender of £5,200 to repair and make good the onsite track 
leading from the entrance gate to the container shed. 

• It was RESOLVED to accept the tender of £7,300 for the new fence along the bypass 
boundary. 

 
25/06/17 Clerk’s Report: 

• Waiting for MSFC to give named contacts for intruder alarm call out, 

• Emailed ML, MC, KR re meeting to discuss transport. 
 
25/06/18 Reports from Members:  
No meeting since the May parish council meeting.  
 
25/06/19 Council to decide if it wants a stand at the next Marston Community Market: 
It was RESOLVED the council would have a table. 
 
25/06/20 Plus, anything of an urgent nature which has come to the Clerk’s attention since the 
agenda was set. 
No items. 
 
25/06/21 Information sharing (including correspondence) 
 

• OALC Newsletter 

• Correspondence 

• DH reminded the meeting of the Marston Community Market on Saturday 21st June, 

• Clerk/chairman to chase up about the Marston Paddock fence between the development and St 
Nicholas Park 

• Clerk to chase up if bollards can be installed on the verge of the unadopted road. 

• Clerk to send register of interests to all councillors for them to check if still current. 
 
25/05/23 Date of next meeting: 
Monday 7th July 2025 19:00 in Mortimer Hall. 
 
MEETING CLOSED: 20:52 
 

Signed…………………………………………………………..…………..Chairman 

 

Date……………………………………………………………………………………… 
Please note: Minutes become CONFIRMED following resolution at the following Full Council 
Meeting. 

 


