13, Mill Lane
Old Marston
Oxford OX3 QPY

23.4.15

re
A Neighbourhood Plan
A recently reported case (Winslow -v. Gladman Developments), reported in the Times on 21.4.1 5,

emphasises the value of neighbourhood plans in determining where homes are built and how land

is developed in a neighbourhood.

While we in Old Marston are not in an immediate sense threatened by an aggressive developér
seeking to build land on green field sites, we nevertheless face the prospect of:
* Overdevelopment (Landlords extending properties to the detriment of locals)
* Infilling (again, increasing the density of occupation as well as adding to traffic congestion)

* New development on land not hitherto used for housing.

A neighbourhood development plan for Old Marston would attempt to establish planning criteria
for the development and use of land in our area and help the Parish Council in being consistent in

the way we deal with planning applications.

Neighbourhood planning is a growing movement with over 1400 communities known already to

be preparing planning statements.

Is it not worth giving thought to such a plan? Something that extends beyond the village
conservation area (which already has a statement) to the entire parish? Money and help may be

available to us in formulating such a plan.

Peter Williams
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