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What is the first past the post’ system?

Voting

You vote for one candidate using a cross (X). You
must only mark one cross against one candidate.

Counting

The votes for each candidate are put into a pile and
counted. The candidate with the most votes wins.

Candidate A Candidate B Candidate C  Candidate D

Candidate A is elected because they have the
most votes

A candidate doesn't need to get a minimum number
of votes — they only need more votes than any other
candidate.

What is the ‘alternative vote’ system?

Voting

You use numbers to rank the candidates in order of
your preference. You put 1 next to your first choice,
2 next to your second choice, 3 next to your third
choice and so on.

You can choose how many candidates to rank. You
don't have to rank every candidate. As long as you
rank at least one, your vote will be counted.

Counting

Round one
* The number 1 votes for each candidate are put
into a pile and counted.

* |f a candidate receives more than half the number 1
votes cast, they win and there is no further counting.

 |f no candidate receives more than half the number
1 votes there would be at least one more round of
counting. The diagrams and descriptions on the
following pages show how this works.

Half the
number 1 votes

Candidate A Candidate B Candidate C  Candidate

No candidate has more than half the number 1 votes
so another round of counting is needed.
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How to find out more

If you have any questions, please goto
or call our helpline on
0800 3 280 280.

You can download further copies of this booklet from

This booklet is also available in alternative formats.
Please call 0800 3 280 280 for more information.

© The Electoral Commission 2011

The
Electoral
Commission




