
Latest News from Save Old Marston Library:

Thank you to everyone who responded to the County Council's consultation on their proposal to run Old Marston Library 2/3 of the time with volunteers.  182 replied to the consultation on behalf of Old Marston Library which was an amazing result and showed the strength of support for our Library.  The vast majority of people replying argued that our library should be staffed by a trained library manager.

In response to that consultation the County Council's Cabinet decided on 12th December 2011 to go ahead with their plans to run the library partly by volunteers, but reduced the amount of time that volunteers would be needed from 2/3 to half time. This is a marginal improvement, but does not get over any of the difficulties of volunteers having to work alone at Old Marston and needing a lot of training if they are to keep the library working well - the volunteers will have to travel into town for first aid training and to the Slade for fire safety training and then need training in the County's policies and procedures. Volunteers will also need to pay £12 for their CRB check if they haven't got one already.

The County will phase the new system in so we are expecting that our library can continue to operate with a properly trained library manager until any volunteers are able to take over the work.  The County also said they might be able to look at better funding and staffing for libraries in future years. They will review how things are going in 4 years or possibly sooner. 

Please keep using the library and get your friends to do so too as the need for the library is there and we must be able always to show this in the visitor numbers, book issues etc.

The County say they'll work with local groups to get the new arrangement in place and they will phase this in over a number of years.  We will meet them if they ask us to do so, together with a representative of the Parish Council.  If you are keen to volunteer to help in the library please contact us via saveoldmarstonlibrary@gmail.com 

